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School Context and Highlights
2016 was a busy year at Freeling P-7 School. The format of 'Freeling Fortnight' - our back to school program - changed and for
the first time, instead of the traditional pool day, we hosted the 'Freeling Fortnight Fun Night'. This was a fantastic opportunity
for families to come to school at the end of week two, connect with the teachers, and spend time with other families and
members of the community with entertainment provided by the school. We will continue this new tradition in 2017.
The bi-annual Canberra Crusade for our year 6/7 students occurred in the last week of Term 1. This 6 day road trip to Canberra
was a highlight for our senior students, and bought the Civics and Citizenship curriculum to life for them.
In term 1 the Goyder and Light Partnership participated in a student free day with James Anderson, with a focus on developing
our understanding of Growth Mindsets and how the mindsets of staff, students and families can impact student learning.
Following this day all staff embarked on a journey of professional learning. In term 3 a Wellbeing Co-ordinator was appointed,
with a focus on supporting the school community to further explore and understand the idea of mindsets.
In 2016 we became a Way2Go school, with students in our Middle Primary participating in the Bike Education Program.
In Term 4 the school concert was a highlight. Our Performing Arts teachers re-wrote the words to many classic rock songs to
reflect our understanding of what it means to have a growth mindset.
Significant infrastructure works were undertaken in 2016, with the new preschool under construction for most of the year. It was
finally completed in November, and will officially open in 2017. Another relocatable building was placed on site, adjacent to the
building that was opened in 2015. These four classrooms will, in 2017, be used by middle and upper primary students. In term 3
it was announced that Freeling P-7 was one of the schools identified to receive a STEM grant; planning is well underway for the
$1,000,000 refurbishment of part of the main building, and work is scheduled to commence early 2017.

Governing Council Report
2016 was again a busy and challenging year.
The need to manage so many big projects while carrying out the ever increasing demands of the curriculum made for a testing
time at all levels. The completion of the preschool was a long anticipated event within the community and it will be an exciting
time in 2017 as the first groups of children begin their education in this new environment.
The school's growth continues at a rapid rate, as does its reputation in our community as the school of choice.
My thanks to everyone who made a contribution to provide a school experience that is safe, caring and carried out with
common sense.
Dominic Sheply
Governing Council Chairperson
2016
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Improvement Planning and Outcomes
In 2016 there was a focus on improving results in writing, reading and numeracy across the school. Site Improvement
Committees developed site plans in literacy and numeracy, with strategies to support the targets outlined in our strategic plan.
In the past two years intervention programs have been implemented to support student growth in reading and numeracy.
In 2016 11 children completed PreLit. These children were identified as 'at risk' of not meeting benchmarks through the SPA
screening. By December 2016, 10 of these students met or exceeded the SEA. The student who did not meet the SEA had a
high level of absenteeism and missed many sessions. 13 students completed MiniLit in 2016. All students demonstrated high
growth in their reading. 9 students participated in Macqlit in 2016. This reading intervention program for older students was
introduced mid-year, therefore these students have not yet completed the program. Initial results indicate significant growth in
fluency and comprehension for these students. In addition, the students are keen to participate sessions and have expressed
an increase in confidence in their reading abilities.
2016 TARGETS
NUMERACY
1.1 90% non-withdrawn/non-exempt students in Year 3, 5 and 7 will meet NMS in NAPLAN Numeracy in 2016. Not achieved,
however, there was an improvement in the number of children in year 3 meeting the NMS and SEA against historical data.
1.2 The percentage of students meeting the DECD SEA (Standards of Educational Achievement) will be above index schools.
Year 3 and 5 results were similar to index schools, year 7 results were above index.
1.3 The percentage of students in the high bands will be above index schools. Information not available, however, there was an
increase in the percentage of children in the high bands against historical data at years 3 and 5.
1.4 Retention of students in high bands will be above index schools. Information not available, however, a decrease in
percentage of students retained in high bands against the historical average.
LITERACY
2.1 All students in Year 1 and 2 will meet the DECD SEA in reading. Not achieved, however, there was increase in the
percentage of students meeting the SEA at both year levels and the percentage of children reaching the SEA was greater than
that of like schools
2.2 All non-withdrawn/exempt students in Year 3, 5 and 7 will meet NMS in NAPLAN reading. Not achieved (year 3 was close,
with 97%). Reading mean scores were above index schools at all year levels.
2.3 The percentage of students meeting the DECD SEA in Reading will be above index schools. Achieved at all year levels.
2.4 The percentage of students in the high bands in NAPLAN Reading will be above index schools. Information is not available,
however, percentage of students in the high bands at all year levels was above historical levels.
2.5 Retention of students in high bands in NAPLAN Reading will be above index schools. Information not available, however, a
decrease in the percentage of students retained in the higher bands at year 5 and 7 against historical data.
2.6 100% non-withdrawn/exempt students will meet NMS in NAPLAN Writing. Achieved in year 3. Writing will be an area of
focus across the school in 2017.
Based on the data, recommendations for 2017 include:
- continuing with literacy interventions; specifically PreLit, MiniLit and Macqlit
- continuing with numeracy intervention, specifically Quicksmart, identifying children in year 5 for inclusion in this program
- focus on improving student growth across the school
- a primary focus on improving writing results across the school, supported with a Literacy Coach
- reducing the number of targets in the site improvement plan
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of NAPLAN testing, who have
demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands above the National Minimum Standard for Reading
and Numeracy (DECD SEA). The Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

Reading

Data Source: DECD special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, September
2016.*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

Data Source: DECD special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, September
2016.*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.
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NAPLAN Progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2014 to 2016 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Lower progress group

34%

29%

25%

Middle progress group

59%

48%

50%

Upper progress group

7%

23%

25%

Data Source: DECD special extract from Student DataWarehouse, September 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Lower progress group

43%

13%

25%

Middle progress group

43%

63%

50%

Upper progress group

13%

23%

25%

Data Source: DECD special extract from Student DataWarehouse, September 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

NAPLAN Upper Two Bands Achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 3 2016

31

31

12

6

39%

19%

Year 3 2014-16 Average

35.7

35.7

13.7

8.0

38%

22%

Year 5 2016

35

35

8

5

23%

14%

Year 5 2014-16 Average

31.3

31.3

6.0

3.3

19%

11%

Year 7 2016

35

35

5

5

14%

14%

Year 7 2014-16 Average

28.0

28.0

4.7

4.0

17%

14%

Data Source: DECD special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**NOTE: Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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School Performance Comment
In 2016 there was an increase in the number of students in years 3 and 5 achieving the SEA in Reading. While there was a
decrease in the percentage of students reaching the SEA in year 7 against historical data, when the year 7 cohort of students
were in year 5 (2014) 53% of the students reached SEA. This means that, in year 7 in 2016 18% more students reached the
SEA than when the same students were in year 5.
Year 1 Running Records data showed that 70% students in year 1 and 79% students in year 2 met the DECD SEA. In 2015
64% students in year 1 met the SEA, which means that 15% more students reached the SEA in reading than when they were in
year 1. This reflects the effectiveness of the MiniLit reading intervention program for identified students in year 1 and 2.
In Numeracy the percentage of students reaching the SEA increased in years 3 and 7. This reflects the intervention work that
was undertaken in numeracy in 2015 and 2016.
Student growth in both reading and numeracy reflected high percentages of students exhibiting lower or middle progress; a
focus for 2017 is students setting challenging but achievable goals for themselves and measuring individual student growth.
In 2016 we had higher than average percentages of students in the high bands in year 3 reading and year 5 reading and
numeracy. To challenge and extend these students, teachers are involved in close analysis of the data. Teachers also consider
students close to the two top bands to provide tailored support and teaching and to aim to move them into the high growth
category, which would result in them achieving in the top two bands.
Through NAPLAN data, Writing emerged as an area of concern at all year levels. This has been a trend for two consecutive
years, with 66% of children in year 5 and 59% of children in year 7 meeting the SEA in 2016. At year 3, 97% met the SEA,
however only 3% were in the top two bands. In all areas of writing our results were below or significantly below similar schools.
In 2017 a Literacy Coach has been appointed to lead whole school training in teaching writing, to work in classrooms alongside
teachers and to support moderation of student work.
Identified students in years 5 -7 participate in Quicksmart maths, an intervention program aimed at improving student fluency
with number operations. In 2016 our reading intervention was expanded. In previous years the focus was on early intervention
in reading, providing PreLit and MiniLit sessions for identified children in the Junior Primary. In 2016 Macqlit was introduced in
the Primary years. This program is designed to improve fluency, and improve the ability to decode unknown words.

Attendance
Year level

2014

2015

2016

Reception

93.0%

93.4%

91.4%

Year 01

95.9%

92.4%

92.4%

Year 02

94.9%

95.5%

92.8%

Year 03

93.7%

94.8%

95.3%

Year 04

95.0%

93.9%

94.7%

Year 05

94.7%

94.8%

93.2%

Year 06

94.5%

93.6%

94.4%

Year 07

91.9%

92.7%

94.5%

Total

94.2%

93.9%

93.6%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System, Semester 1 Attendance.
Note: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

2016 Annual Report to the School Community

| Freeling Primary School

6

Attendance Comment
The slight decrease in attendance rates is due to a number of factors including several families receiving NDIS funding, and are
taking children out of school on a regular basis to attend therapy sessions. In addition, an increasing number of families are
choosing to seek exemptions for family holidays during the school term due to the increased cost associated with traveling
during school holidays and parents work commitments. All absences are followed up by the class teacher and the leadership
team, as per our attendance policy. Chronic non-attenders are referred to Attendance.

Behaviour Management Comment
In 2016 there were three suspensions. Two of these were for Threatening the Good Order of the School and one for Violence Threatened or Actual. This is an increase from 2015; where there were no suspensions. Staff focus on Restorative Justice
practices when managing incidents involving bullying and harassment. In general, families are supportive of behaviour
management processes and work with staff to resolve issues as they arise. In 2017 the site Behaviour Code of Conduct and
Ant-Bullying and Harassment policy will be reviewed.

Client Opinion Summary
STUDENT OPINION SURVEY
The student opinion survey results are very similar to results seen in the 2015 Opinion Survey, with slight decreases in children
feeling that they are being treated fairly and children believing that behaviour is well managed. There has been little change in
the area of the school taking children’s opinions seriously, and this will be a focus in student voice in 2017. Over 100 students
completed this survey.
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
The parent opinions reflected a decrease in parents feeling that their child’s learning needs were being met and that the school
worked with them to support their child’s learning. There was an increase in the percentage of parents who felt that their child
felt safe at school and that their child enjoys coming to school; with 100% of respondents agreeing or strongly agreeing with
those statements. It is worth noting that the percentage of families who completed the 2016 Opinion Survey was statistically
insignificant (less than 5% of families). The survey was distributed in hard copy, in the newsletter, electronically via the school
app and a link was posted on the school Facebook page. In 2017 serious consideration will be given to other ways to
encourage parents to provide this feedback to the school.
STAFF OPINION SURVEY
The staff opinion survey showed similar results to the 2015 survey, with a slight decrease in staff feeling they received useful
feedback about their work and a slight decrease if feeling that the school works with parents to support students’ learning.
There were increases in several areas, including a significant increase in the percentage of staff who feel the school is well
maintained and increases in the school looking for ways to improve and taking staff opinions seriously. Over half the staff
completed this survey.
CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS
While it is difficult to draw and significant conclusions from the parent data, given the low number of responses, it is interesting
to note there was a decrease in the agreement with the statement that the school and families work together to support student
learning in both the parent and the staff surveys. Engaging families in the learning will need to be a focus in 2017 and beyond.
It was pleasing to see a high degree of agreement around children feeling safe at school from all three groups surveyed.
Performance development processes will be reviewed to ensure staff feel they receive useful feedback about their work.
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Intended Destination
School
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

0

NA

Interstate/Overseas

1

2.8%

Other

1

2.8%

Seeking Employment

0

NA

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

0

NA

Transfer to Non-Govt School

1

2.8%

Transfer to SA Govt School

33

91.7%

Unknown

0

NA

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

0

NA

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 4 2016.

DECD Relevant History Screening
Five staff members have access to the online DCSI Screening website, which effectively means that there is always someone
on site who is able to initiate the screening process for staff and volunteers. Screening is implemented as required by DECD.
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Teacher Qualifications and Workforce Composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

31

Post Graduate Qualifications

8

Data Source: DECD HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 4 2016.

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

Workforce Composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.0

17.4

0.0

7.3

0

20

0

11

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: DECD HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 4 2016.

Financial Statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth

Amount
3103490.20

3000.00

Parent Contributions

114403.16

Fund Raising

12243.73

Other

68823.60

Data Source: Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).

2016 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 Funding
Section

Tier 2 Category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2016 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
towards these outcomes

Improved Behaviour Management and Support was provided for individual students in class and in the yard to improve
engagement and behaviour while in the school setting.
Engagement
Targeted Funding for
Individual Students

Improved Outcomes for Students with N/A
an Additional Language or Dialect
Improved Outcomes for Students with In class support was provided for students identified as students with disabilities. This
support included a range of curriculum, social, emotional and behaviour support as
Disabilities
outlined in each child's plan (ILP/NEP).

Improved Outcomes for
- Rural & Isolated Students
- Aboriginal Students
- Numeracy and Literacy
Targeted Funding for
Groups of Students

Program Funding for
all Students

Other Discretionary
Funding

Few serious incidents in the yard.
Students in class engaged in learning

First Language Maintenance &
Development
Students taking Alternative Pathways
Students with Learning Difficulties
Grant

APAS funding was received for two of our children who identify as being Aboriginal.
These funds were used for reading intervention for these children - one child
participated in Macqlit and the other in MiniLit.
The students with learning difficulties grant was used to implement our intervention
programs and to allow the deputy principal to undertake case management of both
students with disabilities and students with learning difficulties.
In 2016 Australian Curriculum funding was used to purchase resources to facilitate the
implementation of the Australian Curriculum, particularly in Design and Technology.

Students worked towards the
achievement of the goals in their
individual plans.
Improved results for students involved
in intervention programs. Deputy able
to model and support teachers in the
classroom.

Australian Curriculum
Aboriginal Languages Programs
Initiatives

N/A

Better Schools Funding

In 2016 this funding was used for intervention programs - Quicksmart, PreLit, MiniLit
and MultiLit.

Specialist School Reporting (as
required)

N/A

Improved Outcomes for Gifted
Students

N/A

Primary School Counsellor (if
applicable)

In 2016 the school counsellor focused on growth mindsets and positive education
across the school. She attended the four day Positive Education course at Geelong
Grammar School.

Students involved in intervention
showed good growth in their learning

School counsellor supported whole
site approach to wellbeing

